Quality Early Education

Makes 

$$$’s and Sense
Failing Reading Scores = Prison Cells

States look to early reading scores to predict future prison population:

[Indiana, Ohio, California, Iowa, Texas, Florida & Arizona]

· 4/5 incarcerated juveniles read 2 or more years below grade level
· 7/8 students who start behind stay behind
In Pennsylvania:

· PA inmate population has grown 25% over past 7 years2
· High quality early learning could reduce costs of corrections by 25%3
· PA Pre-K Counts children with age appropriate language and literacy skills increased from 19% in Fall to 71% in Spring4
· 22.3% of PA 3rd graders scored below proficient on 2009 PSSA reading tests5
Do the Math
Inmate in PA (2009):  $32, 986/year2
Average time of incarceration (2009):  4.33 years2
Average Cost per prisoner:  $142,829

Quality Early Education: $7,600/year4
Optimal time of participation:  2 years

Cost per student:  $15, 200

$15,200  VS  $142,829  
Quality Early Education Improves Special Education Needs

Children who participate in high quality Pre-K experiences are less likely to require special education and remediation services4 

· 58% of PA children live in economically at risk households increasing the risk of school failure4
· Pa Pre-K Counts children are entering school ready to learn: and

· Continuing to achieve in school as they enter kindergarten and first grade4
· More then 70% of PA Pre-K Counts children finished the school year with age appropriate literacy, numeracy and social skills4 

· Soft skills critical to school success are learned in quality early education programs4
DO THE MATH

Cost of an average student in PA (2006):  $8,003/year1
12 years= $96,036

Cost of an average special education student in PA (2006):  $18,407/year1
12 years = $ 220,884

$96,036 VS $220,884
[271,309 special education students in PA]
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