PA’s Own “State” of the Child

Speakers Express the Importance of Providing for Our Future Generations

By Kelly Johnson and Megan Hosband, Smart Start-Centre County
STATE COLLEGE – Over ninety participants attended an important gathering committed to financial investment in education and early childhood at the Penn Stater Conference Center on Tuesday, May 25, 2010. 

The “State of the Child in PA” panel event was organized to promote the importance of investments in children from birth through high school.  The event included panelists from state government, local schools, and state-wide advocacy organizations.  
Panelists shared facts and figures, research findings, and personal stories to encourage attendees to contact their local representatives and other community members to speak on behalf of the children in their counties in order to provide a better education and future for them. 
Organizers Ann Walker, Executive Administrator of Child Development and Family Council of Centre County Inc., and Eileen Wise, Executive Director of Smart Start – Centre County, were very pleased with the turnout, which included people from 47 school districts in 8 surrounding counties including Centre, Blair, Clinton, Cambria, Huntington, Mifflin, Juniata, and Clearfield Counties.  Participants represented school districts, early care and education facilities, higher education, advocacy groups, social service agencies, businesses, seniors, and other interested community members.  
Terry Casey, President of the Pennsylvania Child Care Association, hosted the panel. Todd Klunk, Acting Deputy Secretary of the Department of Public Welfare (DPW) Office of Child Development and Early Learning, spoke about the critical importance of early childhood.  The other state government speakers were Kevin Casey, Deputy Secretary with the DPW Office of Developmental Programs; Richard Gold, Deputy Secretary of the DPW Office of Children, Youth, and Families; and Mike Walsh, Deputy Secretary of the Department of Education’s Office for Administration.
Other speakers were Jodi Askins, Executive Director with the Pennsylvania Association for the Education of Young Children; Diane Barber, Early Childhood Director representing Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children; Kacy Conley, Director of the Pennsylvania Statewide Afterschool Youth Development Network; Robin Foltz, Co-Chair of the Pennsylvania School Age Child Care Alliance; Dan Fisher, Superintendent of Bald Eagle Area School District in Centre County; art teacher Sue Lemmo from the Curwensville School District with the Pennsylvania State Education Association; Yvonne Thompson-Friend, PA State Coordinator for Seniors4Kids; and Sharon Ward, Director of PA Budget and Policy Center with the Keystone Research Center.

Other co-sponsors of the event included the community engagement groups from neighboring Clinton and Cambria counties, and Cen-Clear Child Services, the Head Start provider for Clearfield and Centre Counties.

